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Down, down, deeper and Dan

UK: O theirt moar recent European
and UK four = Just Doin® It Live,
the long-lived British rock combo
that is Starvs Quo plaved o the
wsual packed houses in venues rang-
ing in size from small thearres mo the
likes of Wembley Arena. In so doing,
they added further oo their impres-
sive track record — The band has
now played over 6,000 live shows
to a total andience in excess of 25
million peaple. The writer looking
for facts and figures and appropri-
ate rock trivia on which to hang a
Qua report is rarely let down.

The UK leg of fust Do’ It Liee
raised a few evebrows in live sound
circles. Here we had a British band
reinforced through a Canadian lond-
speaker syatem, Adamson, which
was supplicd through a Danish
rental company, Nordic Rentals.
Add in Swedish amplification
(Lab.gruppen), a Japanese digital
mixing desk (Yamaha) and Albanian
ticker s and vou have a truly
international combination,

“We have been rouring with
Starus Quo all over Enrope for the
last three vears,” savs Nordic
Rentals® Thomas Christensen.
“While previcusly they have used
UK based companies for the UK
begs, this year we did the UK as well.
| puess this was a narural step since
our business relationship  has
increased over that period, The mgs
we have done m the past have all
run smoothly and very much o
Status Duo's satisfaction,”

For the smaller theatre venuoes,
the Nordic Quo rig featered 24 x
Adamson Y10, 24 Ballister subs, 12

x LAB fPe400 amp, four LAB

British band plus
Ganadian rig plus
Danish hire firm
equals Status Quo's
latest tour

FOH enginear Andy May

Statiss Que's Francis Mossi has played over 6,000 Gve shiows to 25 million people

P 13000 amp, two Dolby lake con-
troller and eight d&cb Ca for front
and wocal fills.

Far the Arena dares, Nordic
urilized 16 % Adamson ¥Y-1X, 24
Adamson Y 10, 32 Ballister subs, 24
x LAB Pe400 amp, eight LAB
fP1 3000, four Dolby Lake controller
two Lake Contowr controllers and
[0 d& b C6 for Frone and vocal Flls,
The main PA was usually rigged as

cight Y18 plus four Y10 a side and
cight ¥ 10 a side as outerhang.
FOH engineer Andy May who
has notched up five years on the
road with Quo, mixed the proceed-
En.ga. o [ o Yamaha PMALY o
which he zavs he ook “hke 1 duck
to water ™. Regarding the PA, he old
PEMNE, “1 hirst came across Adamson
around eighr years ago when | was
working with Gary Moore in

Denmark with Mordic. I'd never
heard of the brand previously and it
was a bit more primicive then, bt
it was soll impressive. The system
we're using now is  absolurely
magic, crystal chear. We're running
it on a Dolby Lake controller -
abour the besc contraller you can
find. It's a modern high tech system,
the noise floor is fantastic, because it
stays quiet, it delivers a greats>
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[ the hits, of course

Rdamesan |ive array provides [he welly

¥ punch with quality and the cov-
erage is good,”

May admits thar che siruarion has
heen “a bit thomy™. He adds, “ It's
raised a few eyebrows, but at the
end of the day, it's down o eco-
nomics and Quo’s management,
while not stinting on quality, runs a
tight ship. Anyone whose involved
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last few vears and
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of cturope Nordic Ren

in inrermational ouring knows that
today, the UK and America are not
the only places that can supply top
quality PA. Mordic has made heavy
mvestments o top range gear and
muade it available ar o good price. 1
appreciare a few noses have been pur
nut of joint, but that's life. At the
end of the day my loyalty s to Stamus
[ e, ™

May, who has engineered for the
Precenders, Jett Beck, Lionel Richie
and Squeeze among many others,
points out however, * Line areay isn't
the answer to everyvthing. There's
this myth thar its the magical cure
for every venue. It isn't. In narrow
rooms  like Cambridge Com
Exchange you're pushing half the
energy agmnst a brick wall. And
turning the boxes inisn’t always the
answer gither becanse then you open

up all the high frequency to the
microphone line on stage. It not
o size fits all, but line array is ver-
sarile. It flies easily and it gives pre-
dictable coverage and is easy to
wark with. Also, it's nice to work
with pristine equipment and a more
than competent crew. I have no
complaims.”™

sed over the

As far as 2007 1= concerned, the
key players in this story all have
ambitious plans in place. Adamson’s
European sales manager Andy
Weingaermer says, “Obviously we
are very happy seeing a growing
number of British performers using
our Y-Axis and Spek-Trix Line
Source dystems. In face, there are
|'|i_|_:', F!ll::lh in the ]_'|i|:||._:|i=r|{' for the
upcoming months to Increase our
service and marketing straregy in
the UK marker. The interest has
been tremendous since the last
PLASA show in Seprember.™

Owver at Mordic Bentals, Thomas
Christensen repores: “Our touring
work and doing “one-offs” in the res
of Scandinavia continues o be a
growth area of our business, Our
dry hire has increased over the lust
few years and now covers most of

Rick Parfitt: rockin® all over the stage

Europe. All in all, our activities out-
side of Denmark are on the rise.

“Right now, we are working on
some big TV shows here in
Denmark, whils we are tounng with
some of the biggest acts in Denmark.
Chur forthcoming festival season is
booking good this vear. We are in for
a very busy summer,”

Far Seatws Qua, torty years in the
business, it's back ro the studio m
work on a new album and they will
be back on the road with a series of
European festival dates through the
summer, Following their successful
appearance in the long running TV
soap opera Coronaton Streer, there
are plans for a Quo fearure film and
a Qoo Interner TV station is in
development. Welcome oo the show
thar never ends. L3
JiM EVAMNS
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